
 
April 8, 2014 

Thanks for doing whatever is necessary to help students attend EVIT!  It is greatly appreciated! 

JTED funding 

We have been working diligently this legislative session to get EVIT’s funding restored to 100 percent. As 

you probably know, funding for Arizona JTEDs was cut to 91 percent during the recession. Last year, it 

was restored to 100 percent in the rural JTEDs. The budget approved by the Legislature and sent to Gov. 

Jan Brewer this year would restore funding for urban JTEDs, including EVIT, to 95 ½ percent. While we 

had hoped for full funding, this increase will result in an increase of more than $1 million, which will not 

only benefit EVIT’s centralized campuses but also the satellite programs we fund in our 10 school 

districts. 

 

Our own race to the top 

Other schools have football and basketball, but at EVIT we have something unique to rally around: a 

race car! Raced by R.C. Whitwell, EVIT #5 is now competing in the Dirt Late Model series – and it’s 

already brought home a trophy. Our students are very excited about their race car, which will eventually 

be wrapped with the EVIT logo – and their names!  In addition to several tracks in Arizona, EVIT #5 will 

be racing in California, Kansas, Texas, and New Mexico through the end of November. 

Congrats, East Valley high schools! 

According to the Phoenix Business Journal, nearly all of our sending high schools made the Top 100 for 

SAT scores. And, 11 of our high schools made the Top 50: Chaparral, Desert Mountain and Saguaro in 

Scottsdale; Chandler and Hamilton in Chandler; Mountain View in Mesa; Corona del Sol, Desert Vista 

and McClintock in Tempe; and Mesquite and Highland in Gilbert. These excellent results include 

students who attend EVIT, where two out of three students go on to college. 

 

Completion Ceremony 2014 

We are currently planning this year’s Completion Ceremony for more than 1,200 students who are 

expected to complete their EVIT programs. These are your students too, so we hope you will join us in 

celebrating their achievement at 7 p.m., Tuesday, May 20 at Tempe Diablos Stadium.  We try to move 

the ceremony to a different city each year. Last year’s ceremony at Hohokam Stadium in Mesa was 

attended by about 8,000 people. 

 

 


